THINGS TO DO BEFORE YOUR DOG GOES MISSING

Time is of the essence: having a high quality image that shows your dog well, prepared in advance, is an excellent precautionary measure.

Photograph your dog standing in profile with a contrasting background colour.  Image should be cropped tightly, sized at 4" high and at 300 dpi and saved as a .tiff for the clearest print quality.

Save an optimised .jpg at 72dpi for web publishing.

Keep the background simple but do include a human for relative size comparison.

On our poster we have a large picture of the actual dog and a smaller picture for size reference.  You are welcome to use this smaller picture.

Click on the thumbnail image below of the lost dog poster for a word doc template that you can customise for your own needs. 

<image here>

When the doc opens in Word click File>SAVE AS and save to your computer.

Select the picture, delete it then click INSERT>PICTURE>FROM FILE and select the .tiff image of your dog.

Correct dog's description, special notes and your phone number.

Store your .jpg & .tiff images and word doc on a CD or disk and keep it in a safe and handy place, such as in your dog's first aid/travel kit.

• • • 

Collars can fall off, break or be slipped: be sure to microchip your dog for permanent ID. 

Register the chip.

• • • 

Teach your dog something like "Cookie,Cookie,Cookie!" 

Always give a treat and cuddles when they respond to this and don't use it to catch them for things they don't absolutely love like grooming, putting away, going to the vet, etc.  

Have friends do this with your dog as well to condition her to going up to others for goodies.  

It's even easier to teach than a formal obedience recall and could save your dog's life in an emergency.

IF YOUR DOG GOES MISSING 

Call friends and relatives for help!

Notify the person you got the dog from. 

There are a lot of bases to be covered so you will need all the help you can get from people who care about your dog and this breed.

•

Update "missing since", "area" and "last seen" info on the lost dog word doc.

Put the amended doc on a disk or CD and take to a printer for large quantities.  300-400 is not an unreasonable number. If you are unable to do this you might try calling the printer to see if you can send the doc to them as an e-mail attachment.

•

Post a lost dog notice on breed specific specialty lists and with area breed specific rescue groups <http://www.akc.org/breeds/rescue.cfm>.  

Ask if there is anyone in the area with an IG who can help. 

Ask the rescue people if they will post the info and .jpg on their website.

Contacting rescue people in adjacent states is also important, sometimes dogs get picked up and moved out of the area.

Having an Italian Greyhound with you when you are putting up flyers and talking to local service people really helps to get them emotionally involved.

Report the lost dog to:

Your microchip registry

•

Animal Care & Control

Ask the shelters what their holding period is and if they scan all dogs, including deceased, that are picked up or brought in.  Be sure they have a scanner for your brand of microchip.

Never trust a shelter to accurately ID your dog.  Many use well meaning but not very knowledgeable volunteers as staff.

You must go in personally to check their kennels

•

Try to find someone with a tracking dog.  

AKC Tracking clubs <http://www.akc.org/clubs/search/index.cfm?action=trac&display=on> and hunters are a good place to start.  

Note that professional Search & Rescue dogs tend to limit their training and services to tracking humans only.

• 

Place ads in local newspapers 

• • •

GOOGLE'S LOCAL DIRECTORY <http://local.google.com/>

is a great alternative to telephone directories  

• • • 

SUPPLIES YOU WILL NEED:

Plastic sleeves

(Flyers should be inserted into sturdy plastic sleeves from the bottom so rain can't get in)

thumb tacks

heavy duty staple gun

extra staples 

clear 2"w packing tape w/dispenser gun 

Scotch type tape

Flashlights

Especially yummy soft treats like chicken or cheese.

•

When postering and talking to people, start within a 10 mile radius then increase the radius as you have time.

Personally give flyers to: 

area postal carriers (USPS, UPS & FedEx)

Vets and vet hospitals

Local service people, i.e. firemen, construction workers, meter readers, grounds keepers 

Animal Control & Humane Society Shelters

(ask if they scan for chips on all animals that are brought in or picked up)

pet and livestock feed stores

Hire a bulk mailing service to send your flier to every address within the area zip code.

PUT UP POSTERS AT: 

grocery stores

laundromats

bulletin boards at universities, cafes, bookstores

Along school bus routes outside of schools, especially elementary schools

playgrounds & parks/golf courses

mobile home parks 

IF YOUR DOG IS NOT FOUND CHECK PERIODICALLY TO BE SURE POSTERS ARE STILL READABLE

WHEN YOUR DOG IS FOUND PLEASE MAKE AN EFFORT TO REMOVE ALL POSTERS

